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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A computer system, comprising: 
a processor; 

a system memory coupled to said processor; 

a t l e ast on e input/output d e v i c e coup le d to said proc e ssor; 

an internal audio speaker device; and 

an audio controller circuit tha t determines which of a plurality of 
connectors, rf anv. have external playback devices coupled thereto, determines 
whether at least one such coupled external playback device comprises a digital or 
an analog external playback device, and, based on such determinations, 
selectively transmits digital-audio-sign als or analog audio signals to the internal 
audio speaker of -and selectively transmits at least one of an analog audio signal 
a digital audio signal, and a mute signal t o oxtorna l audio p l ayback dov i cos 
coupled to th e comput er vi a a- p l ura li ty of output output circuitry associated with 
each of said connectors? 

whoro i n tho audio contro lle r circu i t d e t e rmin e s wheth e r each d e v i ce i s 
anal o g- o r d i gita l for tho purpose of transm i tt i ng correspond i ng analog or d i g i ta l 

? n i iHifN .fliinn fi l *?. to ortr^h Hr*^ tier* 
otiuiu wtij na o iu uuui i uuviul/. 

2. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 1 wherein: 

audible sounds are transmitted to and reproduced by one playback device 
at a time; and 

wherein the audio controller circuit determines whether said at least one 
such device comprises an analog or a digital external playback device for the 
purpose of transmitting corresponding analog or digital audio sionals d e t e cts th e 
dov i o e typ e for that ono playback dev ice and tran s mit ana l og or d i gital s i gna l s as 
r e q ui re d for that dov i co . 
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3. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 1 further 
c omprisina wherein said connectors comprise : 

a front audio connector; and 
a rear audio connector; 

wherein audio signals are transmitted by the audio controller circuit for 
playback by one of either the internal speaker device or a playback device 
coupled to the rear connector or a playback device coupled to the front audio 
connector. 

4. (Original) The computer system of claim 3 wherein: 

playback devices coupled to the rear connector have playback priority over 
the internal speaker device; and 

playback devices coupled to the front connector have playback priority 
over playback devices coupled to the rear connector and the internal speaker 
device. 

5. (Original) The computer system of claim 4 wherein the audio controller 
circuit determines whether to transmit analog or digital signals under the following 
conditions: 

a) when a playback device is coupled to or removed from the front 
connector, and 

b) when no playback device is coupled to the front connector and a 
playback device is coupled to or removed from the rear connector. 

6. (Original) The computer system of claim 5 wherein: 

if no external playback device is coupled to the computer system, the 
audio controller circuit transmits analog audio signals for playback by the internal 
speaker device. 
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7. (Currently amended) An audio controller circuit that generates audible 
sounds for use on a computer system comprising: 

a digital audio controller that generates digital audio signals reproducible 
by a digital audio device; 

a mixed-signal codec that communicates with the digital audio controller 
and generates analog audio signals reproducible by an analog audio device; 

a programmable logic device; 

a plurality of audio output connectors, each configured to accept a mating 
connector coupled to an external audio device; and 

a switching circuitr y that transmits digital audio signals to a selected audio 
output connector depending on a state of a mute signal ; 

wherein the audio controller circuit detects whether an external audio 
device coupled to an output connector is an analog or digital device and transmit 
either analog or digital audio signals to any of the output connectors. 

8. (Original) The audio controller circuit of claim 7 further comprising; 

an internal analog output that transmits analog audio signals to an internal 
computer speaker if none of the output connectors are coupled to audio devices. 

9. (Original) The audio controller circuit of claim 8 wherein the output 
connectors comprise: 

a front output connector; and 
a rear output connector 

wherein if the front output connector is coupled to an external audio 
device, the audio controller circuit: 

asserts a first mute signal to mute the rear output connector; and 
asserts a second mute signal to mute the internal analog output; 

and 

wherein if the front output connector is not coupled to an external audio 
device and the rear output connector is coupled to an external audio device, the 
audio controller circuit: 
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asserts the second mute signal to mute the internal analog output. 

10. (Original) The audio controller circuit of claim 9 wherein the switching 
circuit further comprises a digital output switch that: 

transmits digital audio signals to the front output connector when the first 
mute signal is asserted; and 

transmits digital audio signals to the rear output connector when the first 
mute signal is de-asserted. 

11. (Original) The audio controller circuit of claim 9 wherein the switching 
circuit further comprises analog output muter that uses the first and second mute 
signals to selectably mute or transmit analog audio signals to the outputs such 
that: 

if the first mute signal is asserted, the muter does not transmit analog 
audio signals to the rear output connector; and 

if the second mute signal is asserted, the muter does not transmit analog 
audio signals to the internal analog output. 

12. (Original) The audio controller circuit of claim 11 wherein the switching 
circuit further comprises a detection switch that: 

transmits detection signals from the front output connector to the codec 
when the first mute signal is asserted; and 

transmits detection signals from the rear output connector to the codec 
when the first mute signal is de-asserted. 

1 3. (Original) The audio controller circuit of claim 1 2 wherein: 

the programmable logic device transmits an interrupt that instructs the 
digital audio controller and codec to transmit an analog test tone to the muter 
when the value of either the first mute signal or the second mute signal changes. 
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14. (Original) The audio controller circuit of claim 1 3 wherein: 

if the codec receives a detection signal, the audio controller circuit 
transmits analog audio signals; and 

if the codec does not receive a detection signal, the audio controller circuit 
transmits digital audio signals. 

15. (Currently amended) A method of transmitting analog or digital audio 
signals to one of a plurality of computer system audio outputs comprising: 

ranking the audio outputs in terms of playback priority; 
transmitting audio signals from an audio controller circuit to the highest 
priority audio output to which an audio device is coupled; 
wherein: 

if a playback device is removed from the audio output to which 
audio signals are currently being transmitted; or 

if a playback device is plugged into a higher priority output; 

priority audio output and 

detecting whether a transmitted analog test tone is grounded by the output 
device to determine whether the audio device coupled to the highest priority audio 
output comprises a digital or an analog device: and 

transmitting the appropriate analog or digital audio signals to that output. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 further comprising: 
generating an interrupt to indicate to the computer system that a 

determination is to be made as to whether the device comprise a digital or an 
analog device d e v i ce typ e- must b e d e t e rm i n e d . 

17. (Currently amended) The method of claim 16 wherein t he process of 
determining the device type further comprises: 

transmitting an analog test-tone to the highest priority output devicer-and 
de t e cting wheth e r the ana l og test tone is grou n d e d b y- th e output dev i c e ; 
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wh e r ei n i f th e t e st ton e i s ground e d, - th e d e v i ce is a d i gita l dovico and wh e re i n if 
th e t e st to ne i s d e t e ct e d, th e d e vic e is an a na l og d e v i c e. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 47-15 wherein the test tone is 
transmitted to the right channel of a stereo output device. 

19. (Currently amended) The method of claim 47 —15 w herein the audio 
signals and test tone are directed to and from the highest priority output device 
using switches. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein the interrupt is generated by a 
programmable logic device and the duration of the interrupt is 500 microseconds. 
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